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 Individuals with significant needs often experience 
chronic and heightened levels of acute pain and/or 
discomfort (Cooper, 1998; Engel, Jensen, Hoffman, & Kartin, 
2003)

 Pain-causing conditions among individuals with 
significant needs are often diverse and interrelated (Carr & 
Blakeley-Smith, 2006)

 Insensitivity to pain does exist among this population, but 
complete indifference is rare (Oberlander, 2001)

 Not addressing root cause(s) of pain-related behaviors 
compromise quality of life (Carr & Owen-DeSchryver, 2006)
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 DETECT THE PRESENCE OF PAIN 

 ANALYZE THE IMPACT OF PAIN

 INVESTIGATE UNDERLYING CAUSE 
OF PAIN

 TREAT THE PAIN/COPE WITH THE 
PAIN

 EVALUATE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF 
TREATMENT

(OBERLANDER, 2001)
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consisting of seven domains including vocal, social, 
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 The Facial Coding System (FACS)

Used to categorize facial behaviors based on the 
muscles that produce them, i.e., how muscular action 
is related to facial appearances (authors report not as 
good as NCCPC-R) http://www.face-and-
emotion.com/dataface/facs/description.jsp  
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